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Advent 2023 began with, "Mummy, can I get a pet for
Christmas?”

I nervously ask, *“What pet would you like?”
“A goldfish”

“Let’s write a letter to Santa”, was my relieved reply!

The countdown to Christmas had officially begun in my house,
“not yet Benjamin”.

Likewise, for me, following successful completion of my 15-month
probationary placement, the countdown to Ordination had begun,
“not yet Julie”.

Waiting is good for us; remember that this December when the
queues in M&S are giving you heartburn! Many of God’s good
blessings come on the heels of waiting. We must all sit with the
words, “not yet” but we are in good company for God’s people
have always had to wait.

Think about Abraham and Sarah, God’s promise to Abraham that
his wife would bear a son and that he would be the father of
many nations wasn't fulfilled until Abraham was 100 years old
and his wife was over 90. Or what of the people of God in Egypt?
They were slaves for centuries before God raised up a deliverer,
and even once they were delivered God made them wander in
the wilderness for 40 years before entering the Promised Land.
Finally, imagine the deafening silence that set in at the end of the
book of Malachi. After an excruciating rollercoaster ride through
the Old Testament, its 460 years before we finally hear the
amazing words in Luke 3:2, "The word of God came to John, son
of Zechariah in the wilderness”. No prophet had spoken to the
people for nearly 5 centuries when Jesus Christ finally arrives on
the scene.



Waiting was built into the blessing. It gave the people time to
prepare, time to grow in trust and time for their hearts to be
emptied of other things to make room for the coming gift.

God was not to be caricatured as a giant Santa Claus bestowing
gifts upon people the moment they asked for them or wanted
them. If the people of God were to truly grasp some of the big-
ness of what God was doing in their day, waiting was God’s way.

Advent is a gift, for it is Christian’s way of making room for the
important piece of life that the world is so eager to get rid of
waiting.

In Advent 2023, 5-year-old Benjamin taught me how to live in
“not yet” as I waited to be ordained, as I waited to wear a clerical
collar and be named Reverend Julie Hearty.

It is now Advent 2024, I am now ordained, I now wear a clerical
collar, yet, once again I wait, wait for what is next. I wait in the
assurance that I am a beloved child of God, and I am blessed to
wait with you all at Lenzie Old Parish Church.

Together this advent we wait. We wait for God to fulfil his
promise again. In this luminal time, we ask God to enlarge our
hearts and allow us to comprehend the tremendous gift that He
has given us in Jesus. Waiting is good for us, let us prepare. Let
us be ready for the sweetness that has come and that is coming
again.

Blessings to you and yours,

Rev. Julie Hearty.



PRAYER
Sabbath Blessing by Pete Greig
“May this day bring Sabbath rest to my heart and home.

May God's image in me be restored and my imagination in God
be re-storied.

May the gravity of material things be lightened and the relativity
of time slow down.

May I know grace to embrace my own finite smallness in the
arms of God's infinite greatness.

May God's Word feed me and his Spirit lead me into the week
and into the life to come.”

If you are looking for inspiration in your prayers please check out
a useful app. for your phone “Lectio 365", where you will receive
morning/evening prayers and devotionals each day. The above
Blessing comes from Lectio 365.

"Do not be afraid, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you, I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand” Isaiah 42:10

Liz Laird (Prayer Co- Ordinator)

Lenzie Old Parish Church
150" Anniversary
1874 to 2024

Over the weekend of the 31% August and the 1% September 2024
Lenzie Old Parish Church celebrated its 150" Anniversary.

The church was beautifully decorated with floral arrangements,
by Elaine Forbes, Moraig Laurie, Vera McLay and Marjorie Allan.
(Please see the article in this magazine from Aileen Nicol on the
floral decoration arrangements.)



150" celebration commenced on Saturday 31 August 2024 with
an organ recital, given by Dr John Kitchen MBE the Edinburgh
organist.

Dr Kitchen enthralled the
audience with his choice of
music and the organ, our
faithful companion on the way,
took centre stage as the
packed congregation heard
and celebrated the range and
quality of the pipe organ within
the church.

Dr Kitchen’s programme included the March for Wind Instruments
from the Magic Flute, by W.A. Mozart. This music was played at
the second organ recital at the Lenzie Church by Dr. Alfred Peace
on the 11" November 1887

On Sunday 1%t September the Rev. Julie Hearty led a reflective
150" service to which we welcomed the Provost of East
Dunbartonshire and special guests.




Rev Julie Hearty is the locum at Lenzie OIld Parish Church and
was Ordained and Introduced in Lenzie Old parish Church on the
30" May 2024. Julie has the honour of being the first minister to
be ordained in the Lenzie church since 1876 when the church was
added to the roll of Glasgow Presbytery.

Preaching from the book of Isaiah, Julie pastorally reminded the
congregation that in high times and in low times, the community
of faith must listen and look at God’s work in and through his
people in days past and trust in God’s promises, in other words
remember your history. She then brought something new to
Lenzie Old, sharing one of her "60 second nuggets” on the
screen, helping the congregation reflect that it is good to
remember, indeed on anniversaries such as this taking a walk
down memory lane lifts our spirits, but it can also cause us to feel
nostalgic for the past. Reminiscing over her old Hyundai Accent
car, Julie, in her “nugget” light-heartedly and thoughtfully
encouraged us, the Church of Scotland, to embrace the all-new
electric car. For we must listen, "Do not dwell in the past, I am
doing a new thing”.

Following the service the congregation were able to view the
exhibition which took them on a journey from 11th October 1872
to the present day. Within the exhibition there were the original
documents which had been found within the church dating from
1872 to 1879. These documents provided the back bone of the
exhibition and gave the opportunity for the congregation to view
and handle these valuable documents from 150 years ago.

Images from the exhibition




Rev. Alastair Munro

& Rev. Anne White Rev Louise McClements



On Sunday 30" August 1874 the new church in Lenzie opened
and three church services were held on that day. At 11.00 am the
Rev. John Barclay of the Tron Church in Edinburgh preached

Rev. John Barclay

At 2.00pm the Rev. Dr. Munro of Campsie Parish preached and in
the evening the church minister, Rev Robert Sinclair preached.

At that time the church was a Chapel of Ease for Presbyterians of
the Established Church and it was not until 1876 that the Lenzie
church was added to the roll of Glasgow Presbytery and the name
of the Rev. Robert Sinclair was added to the roll of members of
the court.

The plan to build a church in Lenzie was discussed at a private
meeting in the house of a Thomas Whyte in Lenzie on the 11™
October 1872. Attending the meeting were the ministers from
the Cadder, Campsie and Kirkintilloch Parishes, the Rev. Dr Park
of the Home mission Committee and eighteen householders in
Lenzie. By the end of the meeting a Founding Committee had
been formed.

One of the Trustees appointed by the committee was Alexander
Whitelaw M.P. of Gartshore who helped the committee greatly
with encouragement, advice and finance. He also donated the
land upon which the church was built.



Alexander Whitelaw M.P.

Through the committee’s commitment a church was established
within a matter of weeks within the local Lenzie hall. By early
1873 funding was well established, an architect had been
appointed and the plans for the new church agreed.

On the 27" September 1873 the foundation stone of the church
was laid by Sir Archibald Orr Ewing MP for the county

Sir Archibald Orr Ewing MP

The prestigious occasion was reported in detail in the Glasgow
Herald on the 29" September 1873.

It is an indication of the commitment and drive of the founding
committee that by the end of August 1874 the building work had
been completed with the church opening on the 30" August
1874.

Shortly after the opening of the church a pipe organ was built
and installed by Peter Conacher & Co. of Huddersfield. This was
one of the first pipe organs to be installed in Scotland. To



celebrate the installation of the pipe organ an organ recital was
held on the 30" December 1874 which was given by Dr. Albert
Lister Peace, organist to Glasgow University.

The discovery of our church history over the past 150 years
makes you appreciate the dedication and commitment of the
ministers and church managers to maintain and manage a place
of worship for the community within Lenzie.

In her closing remarks, Julie quoted, Rev John Barclay,
who preaching on the opening of the church 150 years ago
said, "To have built a church, however costly and
beautiful, is a small matter, if it be not followed up by
something else”. Then going on to say, "So 150 years later
Rev Julie Hearty says, Lenzie Old Parish Church, go live
out that something else, go out in joy, go on the way of
father Abraham, go out laughing like mother Sarah, go
remembering, go forgetting, go in faith and as you go
singing and celebrating know that the mission of the
Church is not finished, go embrace the all new electric car”

LODGING HOUSE MISSION CHRISTMAS CARDS

Brochures are available in the vestibule of the Church - please place your
order and leave on the table. Gillian Drain will collect the cards from the
LHM - please pay on receipt.




CRAFT AND QUILTING GROUP

The craft club have made many twiddle mats for the Dementia
patients at The Queen Elizabeth Hospital Dementia ward. The
staff and patients were very grateful for our contribution.
Elaine Fulton
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CHURCH FLOWERS

As part of the weekend celebrating 150 years of Lenzie
Old Parish Church | wish to thank Marjorie Allan, Moraig
Laurie and Vera MclLay for all their generosity, and hard
work supplying and creating very fitting beautiful floral
arrangements.




Marjorie Allan




As you entered the front door Marjorie created a
beautiful pedestal floral arrangement close to the
window.

This window is significant to Marjorie’s family. In 1986
the vestibule window was dedicated and gifted to the
church by Leslie and Annie Buchanan in memory of his
parents James and Annie Buchanan.

The window depicts the faith, love and hope of worship
at Lenzie Old Parish church.

The flowers for Harvest Festival displays the joy of colour
and beauty at the Church entrance.
In the vestibule she created an arrangement of roses

which was placed at the War Memorial.

Moraig Laurie




Moraig came up with the brilliant idea of creating a floral
birthday cake which was placed on the Font.

One hundred and twenty beautiful yellow and white roses
were included in the tiered arrangement with the
numbers 150 in gold.

On the top Moraig placed a gold cross which finished it
off beautifully.

Vera MclLay

Vera created very fitting displays for our Communion
Table.

To the right she placed a plate, a bottle, piece of bread, a
small glass goblet with grapes signifying the elements of
Communion.



This was finished with an arrangement of roses and
greenery.




To the left Vera created a beautiful floral arrangement of
pink roses, carnations and white flowers complemented
with greenery

A large stone was placed beside candles.

Vera made a scroll with the number 1874 in Roman
Numerals depicting the year the foundation stone was
laid.

On the front of our table, on the floor, an arrangement
was placed with gladioli and greenery.

Following the wonderful weekend of celebrations we met
in the sanctuary.

The floral arrangements were made into several baskets
delivered to members of our Church and members of the
community to enjoy.

I hope you agree Marjorie, Moraig and Vera did a very
fitting and wonderfully magnificent job.

We are blessed at Lenzie Old Parish having volunteers
suppyling, delivering, and supporting not to mention the
willing volunteers who help with our special Sundays,
Easter, Harvest and Christmas.

If you would like someone in the community to receive
flowers from our Church please use the book on the table
in the vestibule with their name and address or contact
me directly.

Aileen



Harvest Flowers
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Charity No. SC00893

Donations of home baking will be gratefully received. If you can
help with this, please contact Gillian Robertson

GLASGOW CLOSE KNIT

The Church and the Craft Club have been invited to take partin a
presbytery wide project.

We are going to help make blankets for this knotting project.

We would like volunteers to help knit squares or provide wool
(double knitting) to help complete this project.

Patterns for blanket squares are available in the session room.
Wool and knitted squares when completed can be left in the
session room.

Lenzie Old Parish were very successful in our last project- knitting
and donating 3 beautifully knitted blankets for the Lodging House
Mission, that we have been asked by the Moderator to participate
and help with this new project to celebrate the 850th anniversary
of it's Burgh Charter to what is now the City of Glasgow.



Looking forward to your continued support and help with this new
project.

Thank you
Elaine Fulton

GLASGOW PRESBYTERY REPORT - 8 OCTOBER 2024

Presbytery meetings are often held in churches on the south side
of Glasgow so it was a particular pleasure to have the October
meeting held in Lenzie Old Parish Church. Although this involved
preparation of the halls and sanctuary, there was sufficient help
from presbyters and presbytery staff to make the task less
onerous. Our session clerk, Eleanor Yates, dealt with the
numerous emails and telephone calls that were required to
ensure that everything was in place for the meeting. The
moderator of Glasgow Presbytery, Rev Jan Mathieson, attended
worship on Sunday 6 October to map the layout of the halls and
sanctuary as the meeting had a particular theme. She also took
time to attend the after service tea and coffee fellowship.

Normally, presbytery meetings involve deliverances, discussion
and voting on reports from various committees along with a talk
from guest speakers. In 2023, it was agreed that speakers would
mostly attend the October meeting; this is to provide more time
for the business of presbytery at other meetings and hopefully
prevent late finishes during the darker months.

The meeting was constituted in the new hall before a light buffet
supper was provided by presbytery staff as many presbyters
attend straight from work.



2025 sees the 850th anniversary of the granting of the Burgh
Charter to Glasgow. The presbytery wide project to mark the
event is known as 'Glasgow Close Knit'. The various
events/sections of the evening were given a heading: Casting
On, Getting the Ball Rolling, Spinning a Yarn, Knit Together and
Casting off (the end of the meeting). Presbytery has a minister
of Visual Arts Community, Rev Peter Gardiner and along with
Deacon Claire Herbert, Chaplain to Lodging House Mission, it is
hoped that church and community groups will knit blankets and
squares for blankets. These blankets will be displayed in one
centre in each of the five presbytery zones before distribution by
the Lodging House Mission to the homeless and other needy
people.

Rev Julie Hearty read the lesson which was followed by
presbyters singing of “Holy Spirit, ever living” (CH4 No 615).
Various ministers were thanked and acknowledged for their long
service. Presbyters had the choice of attending 2 out of 3
workshops: Net Zero in the Church of Scotland, SSAFA (Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and Families Association) - the Armed Forces
charity, and the Tom Allan Centre. It should be noted that
Alistair Aitchison provided the audio visual needs of the evening
and should be thanked for his essential contribution.

Lenzie Old has a bronze award from Eco-Congregation Scotland;
plans have been made to form a new committee. Elaine Forbes
attended this workshop along with Eleanor Yates. It was stated
that reducing our emissions helps to fulfil the 5 Marks of Mission -
to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and
renew the life of the earth. The 2023 General Assembly
approved a Net Zero Strategic Outline and encouraged kirk
sessions to progress this. “Pathway to Net Zero” has been
published as an online resource and gives suggestions of practical
actions for congregations.

The SSAFA workshop outlined the way in which physical and
emotional care can be provided to individuals and military
families. Many veterans from the Afghan war (2001-2021) have,
and are being, helped. Problems seem to develop after
individuals leave the armed forces and can result in addiction,
relationship breakdown, debt, homelessness, post-traumatic



stress, depression and disability. The charity has been
supporting the armed forces for more than 130 years and
supports thousands of people in the UK and around the world.
SSFA works in partnership with other military charities and
indeed funding is received from PoppyScotland and the Royal
British Legion Poppy appeal.

The Tom Allan Centre in EImbank Street, Glasgow is a Crossreach
centre offering support to children and families, adult care, and
care for older people. This whole family approach by Crossreach
provided support for 28,000 people in 2023. 23 people completed
recovery and rehabilitation and became volunteers. There was a
20% increase in demand for the counselling services and over
half of the clients lived in the 50% most deprived areas of
Scotland.

Presbyters then returned to the sanctuary for the communion
service and the singing of “The Lord’s my Shepherd” to the tune
“Arlington”. As people entered the sanctuary they were given a
piece of wool which we were asked to tie to our neighbour’s piece
of wool. The long piece was then rolled in to a ball by the
Moderator and placed on the communion table.

The Font harvest display of loaves and cross (made out of
baguettes tied with hessian) had been left as a fitting symbol of
the caring of our earth. The silver goblets and tankard which
were gifted to the church 150 years ago were used by the
Moderator and again reminded us of the community that had
founded our church and the care that has occurred throughout
the years in looking after our community and beyond.

The meeting closed with the benediction

Live Streaming of Church Services

We are now live streaming the church services on the basis of
two services per month.

We are aware that there is some difficulty being experienced in
getting access to the live streaming on the YouTube App.



To assist please follow the undernoted procedure:-

|

Ensure that you have downloaded the YouTube App.

Click on the app and this will open the YouTube file

3 On the top right hand corner there is an image of a
magnifying glass, click on this symbol

4 A drop down menu will appear and go to
lenzieoldparishchurch and click on this file

5 1If this does not happen type in lenzieoldparishchurch in the
search bar and this will open the file.

6 On the next page you will see an circular image of the
church, click on this picture.

7 On the next page you will see two words videos and live,
click on live and this will take you to the service being
streamed or the recording of the service if the service is
finished

8 Click on the service shown to view.

N

The services planned for live streaming over the next two months
are;

10""November Remembrance Service
24" November

8™" December  Second Sunday in Advent
22" December Nine lessons and Carols

24" December Watchnight Service to be streamed but with no
hymn words

29" December and 5 January 2025

THURSDAY CLUB

We continue to meet every fortnight for an afternoon of fun and
fellowship from 2 till 4 in the Church Hall.

We have introduced a new Kool Kurling game which has proved
to be a big hit!



Thanks to Lorna Hall who purchased it in memory of Raymond for
everyone’s enjoyment!
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SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY

The Annual Quiz will be available from December 1st. Still priced
£1, you will be able to find it on a Sunday morning from several
people, or at any events. This year our target is to sell 600.

Why not buy a few for a family gathering or to challenge a friend
by putting one in with their Christmas card?

Proceeds of this prize quiz will support the work of the Scottish
Bible Society. Current projects include



. Bible-based Trauma Healing is a unique programme
designhed to help Christians and the local church
provide a compassionate response to hurting and
traumatised people in their communities.

. International Translation : Over 50% of the world’s
languages don’t have access to the full Bible. Partner
with us to help reach every language with passages of
God’s Word by 2033.

. Bibles for Bairns : Do you know a baby who was
born in Scotland in 20247 You can register them to
receive a Share a Story Bible and other fun resources.

The winner/s will be announced at our Burns Coffee morning on
Saturday 25th January in our church hall.

Thanking you for your support to the Bible Society throughout
the year and wishing you a peaceful and happy Christmas when it
comes!

Lorna Hall and all the members of the Lenzie Action Group
CHRISTIAN AID

In September we received an emergency appeal for those
suffering in Gaza. We responded by having a retiring offering on
2 Sundays. I'm delighted to say that we were able to send £532
to Christian Aid. Huge thanks to all of you who responded to the
Appeal.

Our next event in the Kirkintilloch Group is our Advent Coffee
Morning, which will be on Saturday 16™ November in St Mary's
church hall. We will welcome donations to any of the stalls -toys,
books, baking, tombola, jewelry and toiletries. This is an ideal
opportunity to clear your cupboards before Christmas of all those
gifts you appreciated, but didn't really need! Please let me know
if you're able to help at any of the stalls, or helping in the
tearoom for an hour.All takings from the day will be sent to
Christian Aid’s Christmas Appeal, which this year is for the work
being done in South Sudan.



“South Sudan became an independent country in 2011 amid
much hope and optimism, following a referendum in which its
people voted overwhelmingly to separate from Sudan.

However, following a power crisis which erupted in 2013, South
Sudan has spiralled into a conflict, which has spread across most
parts of the country and leading to deaths of thousands of people
and widespread displacement.

Today, over 7 million people - half of the population - are
facing extreme hunger and high rates of acute malnutrition.

Our South Sudan country programme recognises that ultimately
the only solution to the humanitarian crisis is for there to be
peace, and therefore integrates humanitarian response, our
‘From Violence to Peace’ work to tackle conflict and build peace,
and facilitates access to essential services, especially health
care”.

Thanks to all of you who continue to fill the small collection
boxes. These can be handed in at any time. Would you please
rememberin your prayers all who are working for Christian Aid
and its partner agencies in many difficult situations.

Lorna Hall, Coordinator, Kirkintilloch and Lenzie Action Group

COME & SING

Our session has begun with higher numbers than ever, with
around 70 attending each session. Glad to say we are having
more men attending. Recently they sang as a group, which was
a big success. A few did not sing, but were happy to be part of a
choir -some having been members of Kirkintilloch Male Voice
choir in earlier times.

We've recently been entertained by John Thomson -now a good
friend to us all, as well as “The Nanas and the Papas, who are
very popular.

Happy Songsters, our outreach group continues to visit Care
homes to entertain the residents.

We're celebrating Christmas with a Christmas Dinner in our hall
on Tuesday, 10™ December at 1.p.m



On Wednesday 11" December, we’re having, for the first time, a
short Christmas service in the church. We realise that, for some
of our members, regular services pose some problems. Also
invited are members of the Thursday club and those attending
the Ceartas group in Lenzie Union. This will begin at 1.30.p.m.
and will be followed by tea and shortbread.

Happy Christmas from all the team, (The yellow shirts)
N.B. Emergency Clothing

We have recently put together a pack of clothing and toiletries,
both for men and women. This can be accessed by anyone
needing them in an emergency. Should these be needed, please
contact Lorna Hall, Mary Calder or Mary Frame.

CONTACT MAGAZINE

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles, there would be no
magazine without you. Articles for the next edition of contact
should be submitted by Wednesday 5th February 2025. Pictures
to accompany the articles will also be appreciated, ideally in JPG
or PNG format.

LODGING HOUSE MISSION

Items we could use for Christmas Gifts
We would love for everyone who comes to us to have something in their Christmas bag that they would like,
rather than just what they need.

Hat, Scarf and Gloves (preferably a set) One Size
Men’s Hoodies S,M, L XL
Men'’s Jogging trousers S,M, L, XL
Women’s Hoodies S, M, L
Woman’s Leggings S,M,L
Women’s and Men’s Socks Any size
Men’s Boxer shorts All sizes
Women’s underwear All sizes
Men’s Pyjamas S,M, L, XL
Women’s Pyjamas S,M, L
Toiletry Gift Sets for both men and women N/A
Gift Vouchers (Primark, Greggs, Sports Shop) Any amount you feel comfortable with
Diary/Stationary set
Jigsaw Puzzle/Game
Additional Treats As Part of Christmas Gift Toiletries We Need Generally
We wouldlove to provide a bag of goodies to enjoy These are things we provide daily.
over the festive period.




Juice (fizzy)
Crisps

Nuts

Popcorn

Sweets

Bars of chocolate
Selection boxes
Advent Calendars
Mince Pies
Cakes

Any festive treat that does not contain alcohol

Hairbrushes
Soap

Shower Gel
Shampoo
Razors
Shaving Foam
Toothpaste
Wet Wipes
Deodorant
Moisturiser

Miscellaneous Items

These are wee extras that would made a big difference.

Biro pens
Bingo pens
Bingo books

Thermal underwear

White board pens

Phone charging wire for any phone
Mobile phone power pack charger
Old mobile phones*

Handwarmers (emergency type)

* This is not something we would give out regularly, however we do have people
who would benefit from a mobile phone.

"~ JOIN US FOR THE
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, . LIGHT SWITCH ON!
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SANTA ARRIVING AT 5.30PM]
HOSTED BY ROISIN MCCARNEY

AS SEEN ON THE VOICE 2024

MUSIC FROM KIRKINTILLOCH KELVIN BAND






