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Prayer Time 

“Gracious God, be with us as we continue the journey of life each 
day. Be with us each step we take, in brightness and in darkness, 
where the ground is sure or uneven. We walk with faith, hope and 
love. Let each step today be bathed in grace and illuminated by 
Love.” Amen 

New Year's Blessing 

“May God go before you in your every step of this New Year, 
filling your days with His peace, your hearts with His joy, and your 
homes with His Love.  May His Grace strengthen you, His 
wisdom guide you and His blessings overflow in all you do.”  

Psalm ch34 v 6 & 7 we read in Eugene H Peterson's Message: 
“When I was desperate, I called out and God got me out of a tight 
spot. His angel set up a circle of protection around me while I 
prayed.” 

 

 

Liz Laird (Prayer Co-ordinator) 
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GLASGOW PRESBYTERY REPORT 
 
The Presbytery meeting was held on 9 December 2025 by Zoom. 

The reading was taken from Matthew 3 v 1-12 - John the Baptist 
prepares the way.  Following prayer and the saying of the Lord’s 
Prayer, the meeting was constituted. 
 
Glasgow Close Knit (part of Glasgow 850) has come to an end 
and over 697 blankets had been knitted by churches all over 
Scotland and parts of England, along with many groups.  23,000 
squares had been knitted and the blankets will be distributed by 
the Lodging House Mission.  Thanks were expressed for this 
tremendous effort and the expression of care for the most 
vulnerable. 
 
The meeting was not a formal business meeting but the 
opportunity for invited speakers to lead groups which presbyters 
could choose to attend.  The main speaker was the Rev Dr Sally 
Nelson, Clerk to Trinity College, University of Glasgow.  Several 
courses are run and the theme was ‘Leading Churches through 
Change’.  Presbyters did not have a choice for opting in as 4 were 
randomly put in to a virtual room.  The 4 presbyters spoke briefly 
on what they perceive as a good leader and the qualities 
required.  The main point was that given the massive changes in 
society including people being more mobile employment wise, 
they have no real connection to one church or indeed church.  
Time for re-evaluation is required: we need to work differently 
given the new values of people.  Jesus as a leader showed 
humility and servitude and these quantities are not popular 
today.  A leader needs to show compassion, be a good 
communicator, be a motivator but be self aware of personal skills 
and identify people that have other useful skills. 
 
Rev Graeme Wilson, a Trinity Council member from the 
Presbytery of Clyde (Minister of Bearsden Cross Church) spoke on 
the course ‘Elders in Changing Contexts’.  He basically outlined 
that a major rethink of the role of an elder is required.  Young 
people find little attraction in the present role: visiting with 
communion cards, sitting in meetings or the lifelong role of an 
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elder.  Course outlines are available on the Trinity College 
website.   
 
In conclusion, the future requires renewal through a community 
of discipleship and rather than leading churches from the inside 
to the outside community, that an outside to inside approach is 
required.  The question to be asked is ‘How can we serve our 
community and connect with the Church?’ 
 
Presbyters had the choice of attending 2 out of 4 groups:  
Christian Aid, The Guild, Church House and Lodging House 
Mission.   
 
I attended Church House and Lodging House Mission 
presentations. The project manager of Church House, Graham 
Hyndman, outlined the work that is carried out at the new 
building (2016) based at Bridgeton St Francis.  Children, young 
people and families are welcomed and they provide a sense of 
community for 320 per week.  At least 2 hours per week are 
spent with each group and 100 are supported on a 1:1 basis.  
Long term relationships have been formed and in some cases 
they are now supporting the 4th generation.  Funding comes 
from a variety of sources, in particular the Church of Scotland. 
 
The Lodging House Mission (Live, Hope and Meaning) speaker 
was the manager June McLeod.  The team looks after people 
ranging from 22 to over 85 years of age.  Alcohol addiction was 
the main addiction dealt with but today it is street valium.   
 
 The period ending June was outlined: 
 
 Total meals served: 11,636 

Volunteer hours contributed: 1,623 
Estimated value of volunteer time: £20,450+ 
Interventions recorded: 611 across emotional support, 
benefits, housing, and so much more 
Highlights: Record-breaking April footfall, AGM success, new 
social media role, women‘s group launching and Mission 
Voices stealing the show! 

 
The meeting was closed with prayer. 



4 
 

SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY 
 
Thanks to everyone who bought an entry form for our Annual 

Quiz at Christmas time -theme being Scottish songs.  We raised 

£355 for the work of the Bible Society!  31 people entered 

completed quizzes, 16 being completely correct.  From these 16 

we chose 3 at random.  The winners came for Lenzie, Longniddry 

and Yorkshire! 

Zo’s Story: “The Bible Brings Us Hope” in the Heart of Haiti 

In Haiti, every day feels uncertain. Streets echo with unrest, 

families struggle to find stability, and children often carry fears 

far bigger than their years. Yet in the middle of all this turmoil, 

something gentle and bright is breaking through. God’s Word is 

reaching young hearts through the Bible Society in Haiti.   When 

the team visited Zo’s school, we never expected such a small 

voice to carry such hope. Just eight years old. Zo’s excitement 

reminded us why this work matters so deeply.  

“Reading the Bible Makes Me Feel Safe and Happy”  

Life around Zo is not easy. But when she opens her Bible, 

something changes. “I love reading The Family Bible in 100 

Steps,” Zo says, her voice filled with delight. “My brother and I 

read it together and Mummy helps us with the exercises at the 

end. The activities are so much fun. They teach us about God and 

how much He loves us.”   For Zo, these moments are more than 

reading. They are moments of peace, moments when fear 

loosens its grip.   “When we read the Bible together, I feel close 

to my family,” she says softly. “I feel happy… and safe.”  

Light in a Dark Place   During school visits, our team sees 

something remarkable happen. Rooms once filled with anxiety 

begin to fill with laughter. Children learn about compassion, 

honesty, and kindness, values that Haiti desperately needs.  And 

children like Zo are soaking up every word.  

Through the Bible children like Zo are discovering hope, 

even when the world around them feels frightening.  It is 
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teaching her to choose kindness, to help others, and to trust that 

God is with her always.  

You Can Bring This Hope to More Children   Zo is just one 

child. There are thousands more who long for this same joy, 

comfort, and sense of being loved by God. With your gift today, 

you can help place God’s Word into the hands of more children 

and families across Haiti—bringing light where darkness feels 

overwhelming.  

Together, we can share the hope of Scripture where it’s 

needed most.  

Thanks to all for the support on behalf of the Scottish Bible 

Society   Lorna Hall 

COME & SING 

 

Our session has started well, with 70 coming along, even on a 

wild wintry day. We continue to have a lot of fun and the yellow 

shirts don’t mind acting the fool on occasions -as long as we raise 

a smile! As well as our usual playing from Lynette, we are having 

a Ukelele group from Bearsden soon and also The Silver Singers 

from Kilsyth.  Any visitors are warned -we’ll sing along from the 

end of the first line!  

Our membership changes frequently, as sadly some members are 

unable to continue living at home.  We welcome their spouses or 

carers in the difficult times after this, however, and support is 

always available when needed. 
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We are really grateful to 2 men who arrive at 12 0’clock, and help 

set up the tables and chairs and prepare for the early birds 

arriving.  Already we are preparing for spring -it won’t be long.  

In the meantime -Keep Singing! 

Lorna Hall and all the Yellow Shirts. 

 

THURSDAY CLUB 
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We started back on 15th January and will meet every fortnight 
until the 18th June. 
 
An average of 23 people attend and it does my heart good to 
listen to the friendly chit chat and see everyone enjoying 
themselves. 
 
The Kool Kurling is very popular as well as Rummikub and 
Scrabble.  We always start the afternoon with tea/coffee and 
home baking and we are very grateful to those who work hard to 
make it all happen and run smoothly! 
 
We also thank our drivers who ferry people to and from the Club. 
Anyone who would like to come along (male or female) for some 
company and fun, please phone me for more information on 775 
1150. 
 
Mary Calder 

 
ECO CONGREGATION 
 

As a church we are continuing to recycle IT equipment, used 
stamps, blister medicine packs, dental and beauty products. 
 
Boots are continuing to accept our blister packs. Can I ask that 
the blister packs are empty as the occasional tablet has been 
found. 
 
Boots scan to recycle scheme accepts dental products and old 
mascara, lipsticks and empty face wipes packets and other items.  

 
The points gained have been used to purchase 
items for the church. 
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THE CRAFT CLUB 
 
The Craft Club runs on a Wednesday morning from 10am till 12 
noon. 
 
A warm welcome to all who come along and there is always room 
for more people. 
 
So far this year we have been knitting and sewing for premature 
babies in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary. 
 
Please contact Elaine or anyone in the craft group if you have any 
new suggestions for our charity drive. 

 
CHRISTIAN AID 

Christian Aid Kirkintilloch & Lenzie Group is continuing in its 

present form for the time being.  Representatives from Lenzie 

Old, Lenzie Union, St Mary’s, St David’s and St Columba’s 

churches meet together a few times in the year, planning and 

running events.  We have one bank account and one treasurer 

and cheques are regularly sent to Christian Aid Scotland.  

Although there have been staff cuts, we are well supported by 

Christian Aid Scotland staff.   

At the end of 2025 the group sent £1200 to the Harvest Appeal 

and £1600 is currently being sent to Christian Aid for the 

Christmas Appeal.  This is a great total and the group would like 

to thank all those who faithfully support the work of Christian Aid. 

 We are already planning for Christian Aid week, which this year 

will be from 10th to 16th May. If you haven’t been involved before 

and would like to be -whatever your age – we would be delighted 

to hear from you!  The focus this year will be on an urban project 

in Kenya.  A zoom gathering in February will allow us to speak to 

representatives from partner organisations in Kenya, who’ll tell us 

about the project.  

Lorna Hall, Lenzie Old, Area Coordinator 
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MISSION PLAN REVIEW – DECISION 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I let you know that the 
delegation decided that Lenzie Union Church was the 
preferred building because of the extra space available. 
This however does not mean that we will be moving to 
Lenzie Union, it means that we will set up a new church 
and congregation in the buildings which will have a new 
name. The preferred option at the moment being Lenzie 
Church. 
 
Nothing will happen in the near future as it will likely 
take up to six months to get to a stage where the union 
will take place and we have up to five years in which to 
sell our building which means all activities will go ahead 
for the foreseeable future. 
 
I would ask that you all get behind our Kirk Session as 
we negotiate our way through the forming of the new 
church and calling of a new minister.  
 
Eleanor Yates 
Session Clerk 
 
 
 
CONTACT MAGAZINE 
 
Thank you to everyone who submitted articles - there 
would be no magazine without you.  Articles for the next 
edition of contact should be submitted by Wednesday 6th 
May 2026.   Pictures to accompany the articles will also 
be appreciated, ideally in JPG or PNG format. 
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The programme includes two well known Welsh Hymn tunes plus 
several songs from the shows.  The Choir were invited to sing 
with the Kirkintilloch Band in November and the Band is the 
special guest in March.  Tickets for the concert are available from 
David Calder 

 
 
 




